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INLOCOINLOCO PARENTISPARENTIS
“Inthe Place“Inthe Place
ofParents”ofParents”

Practical Guidelines forPractical Guidelines for
Teachers and ParentsTeachers and Parents

Regarding Their Roles inRegarding Their Roles in
the Education of Childrenthe Education of Children
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In Loco ParentisIn Loco Parentis
“In the Place of Parents”“In the Place of Parents”

Basic TeachingBasic Teaching::

 Deuteronomy 6:4Deuteronomy 6:4--9, Ephesians 6:4, Colossians 3:219, Ephesians 6:4, Colossians 3:21

 Parents are the ones given the charge by God toParents are the ones given the charge by God to
educate, train, and instruct their children.educate, train, and instruct their children.

 The school has no ordained authority directly fromThe school has no ordained authority directly from
God, but only as that authority flows from parents.God, but only as that authority flows from parents.

 The Christian school is a “3The Christian school is a “3--walled institution thatwalled institution that
cannot stand alone, it shares as its fourth wall thecannot stand alone, it shares as its fourth wall the
living room of the Christian home”.living room of the Christian home”. (Jay Adams)(Jay Adams)

 This accountability cannot be handed over to anThis accountability cannot be handed over to an
institution and no institution should try to take it.institution and no institution should try to take it.
PA has no more business usurping the authority ofPA has no more business usurping the authority of
parents than does the state.parents than does the state.

 The parental authority, not accountability, toThe parental authority, not accountability, to
educate, train, and instruct can be delegated.educate, train, and instruct can be delegated.

 Providence Academy exists because parents haveProvidence Academy exists because parents have
asked the school to exist.asked the school to exist.

 Teachers who have been delegated this authority byTeachers who have been delegated this authority by
parent, stand "in the place of parents" and carry theparent, stand "in the place of parents" and carry the
responsibility and authority for those children whoresponsibility and authority for those children who
are in their care exactly as the parents would if theyare in their care exactly as the parents would if they
were present.were present.
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TeachersTeachers ParentsParents
You face 20You face 20––25 different25 different
children each day, but youchildren each day, but you
serve 20serve 20--25 different set of25 different set of
parents.parents.
As situations arise, seek toAs situations arise, seek to
relate to a particular child asrelate to a particular child as
their parents would in thattheir parents would in that
situation.situation.

Take the responsibility forTake the responsibility for
educating your child aseducating your child as
commanded by God verycommanded by God very
seriously.seriously.
Don’t just "pray and pay".Don’t just "pray and pay".
Don't just "praise and pay"Don't just "praise and pay" ––
that the school has your childthat the school has your child
all day and you don't!all day and you don't!
As you interact with theAs you interact with the
teachers, remember that theyteachers, remember that they
are seeking to serve 20are seeking to serve 20--2525
different sets of parents withdifferent sets of parents with
different views, all held withdifferent views, all held with
equal sincerity, some withequal sincerity, some with
great passion, and some beinggreat passion, and some being
mutually exclusive!mutually exclusive!

Do not view parental inputDo not view parental input
as an invasion upon youras an invasion upon your
domain in the classroom.domain in the classroom.
You should expect authorityYou should expect authority
to be given from parents.to be given from parents.
Earn the trust of theEarn the trust of the
parents. Otherwise parentsparents. Otherwise parents
will see you as a third partywill see you as a third party
between them and their childbetween them and their child
and will typically take theand will typically take the
child's side in every situationchild's side in every situation
and not delegate theand not delegate the
authority you need to do yourauthority you need to do your
job properly.job properly.

Stay involved yet learn toStay involved yet learn to
delegate. Your child'sdelegate. Your child's
classroom is not simply anclassroom is not simply an
extension of your privateextension of your private
home school. You have ahome school. You have a
right and a duty to make sureright and a duty to make sure
a proper education is takinga proper education is taking
place for your child, yet youplace for your child, yet you
cannot maintain handscannot maintain hands--onon
authority over every detail ofauthority over every detail of
what happens during the day.what happens during the day.
View PA as a supplement toView PA as a supplement to
your own teaching, enablingyour own teaching, enabling
you to be even more effectiveyou to be even more effective
in your time you spend within your time you spend with
your children.your children.
Give teachers your trust andGive teachers your trust and
the authority they need to dothe authority they need to do
their job.their job.

In Loco ParentisIn Loco Parentis -- RolesRoles
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TeachersTeachers ParentsParents
Communicate,Communicate,

Communicate,Communicate,
Communicate!Communicate!
Always promote clear andAlways promote clear and

constant communication withconstant communication with
parents.parents.
Always defend the authorityAlways defend the authority
of the family, especially theof the family, especially the
authority of the father.authority of the father.
Don't put a child in theDon't put a child in the
position of facing a conflictposition of facing a conflict
between what is expected ofbetween what is expected of
them in the classroom andthem in the classroom and
what is expected of them atwhat is expected of them at
home. Know and appreciatehome. Know and appreciate
the sensitivities of thethe sensitivities of the
parents to avoid offenseparents to avoid offense
whenever possible.whenever possible.
Be careful not to passBe careful not to pass
judgment on the approachesjudgment on the approaches
taken by a parent in raisingtaken by a parent in raising
their child. The parent musttheir child. The parent must
give an account to the Lord,give an account to the Lord,
not you.not you.

Communicate,Communicate,
Communicate,Communicate,
Communicate!Communicate!
Always promote clear andAlways promote clear and

constant communication withconstant communication with
teachers. If you have ateachers. If you have a
concern about the classroom,concern about the classroom,
go to the teacher firstgo to the teacher first
(Matthew 18).(Matthew 18).
 Fathers, stay involved. GodFathers, stay involved. God
holds fathers ultimatelyholds fathers ultimately
accountable for the educationaccountable for the education
of their children.of their children.

Never view the home as anNever view the home as an
extension of your classroomextension of your classroom
or the school as a whole.or the school as a whole.

Don't view your child'sDon't view your child's
teacher as simply anteacher as simply an
extension of your home. Theyextension of your home. They
are not expected to beare not expected to be
available for your child 24/7.available for your child 24/7.

In Loco ParentisIn Loco Parentis -- RolesRoles
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TeachersTeachers ParentsParents
As teachers, it is easy toAs teachers, it is easy to
expect the agenda of theexpect the agenda of the
classroom to dominate theclassroom to dominate the
evening activities by theevening activities by the
homework assigned and thehomework assigned and the
assistance expected fromassistance expected from
parents. Keep watch on theparents. Keep watch on the
homework load so you don’t'homework load so you don’t'
begin to dominate the familybegin to dominate the family
"space.""space."
This same principle appliesThis same principle applies
to other activities within theto other activities within the
school which can consume aschool which can consume a
lot of time (sports, studentlot of time (sports, student
government, etc.).government, etc.).

Most teachers are parents asMost teachers are parents as
well and need to give time towell and need to give time to
their families. While a call attheir families. While a call at
home may certainly behome may certainly be
necessary at times, takenecessary at times, take
advantage of the PA phoneadvantage of the PA phone
system to leave voice mails orsystem to leave voice mails or
call directly to the teacher'scall directly to the teacher's
room. Discuss with yourroom. Discuss with your
child's teacher the time whichchild's teacher the time which
would be best for you to callwould be best for you to call
the classroom.the classroom.
Guard your family time withGuard your family time with
passion.passion.

You, your classroom, andYou, your classroom, and
PA are just pieces of thePA are just pieces of the
larger puzzle that parents arelarger puzzle that parents are
trying to put together in thetrying to put together in the
lives of their children as theylives of their children as they
grow and develop.grow and develop.
Respect parental choicesRespect parental choices
when they say "NO" to PAwhen they say "NO" to PA
and some of the schooland some of the school
activities that are available.activities that are available.
All PA programs exist toAll PA programs exist to
assist the family in theassist the family in the
development of theirdevelopment of their
children, not replace thechildren, not replace the
family.family.

Recognize that the choicesRecognize that the choices
you make for and with youryou make for and with your
child have consequences. Ifchild have consequences. If
you choose to develop youryou choose to develop your
child in areas outside thechild in areas outside the
school which are timeschool which are time
consuming and impact theconsuming and impact the
child's ability to meet thechild's ability to meet the
expectations of the classroom,expectations of the classroom,
then you should be willing tothen you should be willing to
accept the possible impactaccept the possible impact ––
lower homework grades,lower homework grades,
lower overall grades, etc.lower overall grades, etc.
 Take the responsibility toTake the responsibility to
help your child balance theirhelp your child balance their
areas of involvement withinareas of involvement within
the school. Life does existthe school. Life does exist
outside of PA.outside of PA.

In Loco ParentisIn Loco Parentis -- RolesRoles



66

In Loco ParentisIn Loco Parentis

Thoughts for teachers and fathersThoughts for teachers and fathers::

Ephesians 6:4 and Colossians 3:21 speak directly toEphesians 6:4 and Colossians 3:21 speak directly to
fathers to make the authority channel clear and to warnfathers to make the authority channel clear and to warn
fathersfathers -- “do not provoke your children”, “do not“do not provoke your children”, “do not
exasperate your children”. Fathers have to continuallyexasperate your children”. Fathers have to continually
be on guard not to stir their children up to anger. Sincebe on guard not to stir their children up to anger. Since
teachers stand in the place of the father's authority, theteachers stand in the place of the father's authority, the
same warnings apply. Some applications for teachers:same warnings apply. Some applications for teachers:
 Don't overprotect the childDon't overprotect the child -- a proper balance ofa proper balance of

risk taking is necessary for their physical, moral,risk taking is necessary for their physical, moral,
and spiritual development. In the classroom, don’tand spiritual development. In the classroom, don’t
fence the children in from every direction.fence the children in from every direction.

 Flee the temptation to show favoritismFlee the temptation to show favoritism –– all ofall of
us have experienced the sad results of partiality.us have experienced the sad results of partiality.

 The importance of encouragementThe importance of encouragement –– "break the"break the
will, not the spirit". Be especially watchful of howwill, not the spirit". Be especially watchful of how
your words discourage. It is often the tongue thatyour words discourage. It is often the tongue that
gets us in trouble. Take notice of the positive andgets us in trouble. Take notice of the positive and
communicate the positive to the parents. Don’t letcommunicate the positive to the parents. Don’t let
parents just hear from you when “Johnny or Sallyparents just hear from you when “Johnny or Sally
have been bad”. You can actually help parents seehave been bad”. You can actually help parents see
positive attributes about their children that theypositive attributes about their children that they
may be overlooking. In fact, our goal should bemay be overlooking. In fact, our goal should be
that we recognize the positive at a far greaterthat we recognize the positive at a far greater
frequency than we do the negative. However, ourfrequency than we do the negative. However, our
busy lives normally drive us to only have time to getbusy lives normally drive us to only have time to get
involved and contact parents when things go bad.involved and contact parents when things go bad.
Resist this tendency and emphasize the goodResist this tendency and emphasize the good
attributes and the good things that your studentsattributes and the good things that your students
do. In doing so, you will remind parents of thedo. In doing so, you will remind parents of the
importance of recognizing the positive as well.importance of recognizing the positive as well.

 Balance tenderness and mercy with firmnessBalance tenderness and mercy with firmness
and disciplineand discipline -- Cherish the child but don’t protectCherish the child but don’t protect
them with so much mercy and grace that you shieldthem with so much mercy and grace that you shield
them from the necessary unpleasantness and painthem from the necessary unpleasantness and pain
that will later bring great fruit. Remember that Elithat will later bring great fruit. Remember that Eli
lost his sons because he would not rebuke them (Ilost his sons because he would not rebuke them (I
Samuel 3:13).Samuel 3:13).
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ConclusionConclusion::

I Peter 4:10I Peter 4:10 –– “As each one has received a special gift,“As each one has received a special gift,
employ it in serving one another as good stewards of theemploy it in serving one another as good stewards of the

manifold grace of God.”manifold grace of God.”

 The teachers at PA have gifts that the parents of PA doThe teachers at PA have gifts that the parents of PA do
not have and likewise, the parents have gifts that thenot have and likewise, the parents have gifts that the
teachers of PA do not have.teachers of PA do not have.

 Listening to each other can go along way in promotingListening to each other can go along way in promoting
an environment best for our children.an environment best for our children.

 All our gifts come from God and exist for reasonsAll our gifts come from God and exist for reasons
beyond ourselves. They are given to glorify God andbeyond ourselves. They are given to glorify God and
given for the good of others.given for the good of others.

 Parents should never underestimate the many waysParents should never underestimate the many ways
that God flows grace through the gifts of teachers intothat God flows grace through the gifts of teachers into
the lives of their children and families.the lives of their children and families.

 PA teachers are a blessing to the families of PA, used byPA teachers are a blessing to the families of PA, used by
God to strengthen the families in ways they cannot doGod to strengthen the families in ways they cannot do
on their own. The children of PA would be incompleteon their own. The children of PA would be incomplete
without them.without them.

“Both parents and teachers should consider themselves as“Both parents and teachers should consider themselves as
parental teachers, one of whom happens to be at homeparental teachers, one of whom happens to be at home

emphasizing parenting and the other at schoolemphasizing parenting and the other at school
emphasizing teaching. And each must recognize theemphasizing teaching. And each must recognize the

other as such. To teach is to parent, to parent is to teach.”other as such. To teach is to parent, to parent is to teach.”
(Jay Adams)(Jay Adams)


